
 
 

ST. MARY’S COPTIC ORTHODOX COLLEGE 

 

COLLEGE BULLETIN 

2010 
 

FRIDAY, 23RD JULY  

ISSUE 007 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 20th July, Father 
Tadros, staff and students 
welcomed visitors from  
Fiji to our College.  Students 
were excited to hear about 
Fiji and the new orphanage 
project.   
Our visitors had the opportunity 

to visit classes throughout the 
college and thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves, participating in 
many of the class activities.  
 

 
 Students being entertained by our overseas visitors from 
  Fiji during school assembly 
  

 Parents Vital To Pupils’ Success 
A  A recent Australian study has shown that regular involvement in your child’s school work can have  

a significant impact on their development. Family involvement in the education of children at home 
and school supports better learning outcomes for children. Across a range of research studies in 
different national and cultural contexts, higher levels of parental involvement are associated with 
children’s higher achievement and engagement with school.  With many parents now both working 
full-time and the busy demands of everyday life, some parents are finding it hard to fit in time to sit 
down with their children and help them with school work. However, there are some ways that you 
can positively influence and support your child’s learning. Below are some tips to help you children 
achieve the most out of their learning. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:  
 

Year 7 Production will be held at our 
College on 5th August, from 6pm-7:15pm 
St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College   The 
presentation to parents will take place at 
the school gym which will be set up in 
such a way that parents can view 
student work as well at the Year 7 
presentations.  This will incorporate 
projects, various posters and displays, a 

play – After Hours, a song-Change of 
Heart and movement performance-
Dream.  All welcome to this event. 

 
Year 7 students took part in an 
excursion to IMAX.  They watched 2 
films based on Greece-Secrets Of The 
Past and Dinosaurs Alive3D.  It was a 
very enjoyable day. 



 
 

1. Create a quiet time for your child to study at home, and make it part of the family’s routine 

2. Read to your child. Whether you’re flicking through a cookbook, or reading the newspaper, find 

ways to involve your child. 

3. Praise your child for asking questions and encourage them to seek the answers through 

resources such as the local library and the internet. 

4. Maintain a connection with your child’s school through parent/teacher nights, notes in the school 

diary and reading the school newsletter 

5. Ask your child what he/she is learning at school and try to reinforce it at home. For example, if 

your child is studying nutrition, use the family dinner as a talking point.  Ms F Lee - Primary  

LIBRARY NEWS:  
Once again, Term 3 is shaping up to be another busy but fruitful time for our students.  The library is 
extremely well utilized during both Primary lunchtimes and Secondary lunchtimes.  Throughout the rest of  the  
academic day, there is a constant stream of students coming and going and making excellent use of the 
library’s resources.  The stairs leading to the library receive a great workout!   Our Head of English Mr. 
O’Loughlin has commenced his very successful Year 10 Wide Reading Program.  It’s a wonderful  
opportunity to re-engage and extend the students within the world of literature.   To wet the students’  
literary appetite, Alice Pung, author of “Unpolished Gem” visited our College last term and spoke to our  

Year 9 & 10 students. Alice focused on her parents’ and grandparents’ journey to Australia and growing up as 
an Asian in this country.  Many students were able to readily identify with the experiences that Alice told, 
especially about leaving the old country and trying to assimilate into a new culture.  Our reservation system 
is also in full gear, with the popular titles being placed on reserve.  We encourage our students to make 
reading recommendations to the library staff.  It’s a great way to promote and encourage reading.  A trip to 
your public library is also a worthwhile treat. Thank you for your continuing support of the library.  

 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REMINDER TO PARENTS: The closing date for the Second Installment of the Education 
Maintenance Allowance is 2nd August.  Parents are reminded that only those who hold a Health 

Care or Pension Card or who did not apply at the beginning of the year can apply.   
Please forward your completed form and copy of Health Care/Pension Card to Magda, before the 
2nd August. 
 

Parents who applied for the First installment, do not need to worry to re-apply. 
D  

 DATES TO REMEMBER:  5th August – Australian Mathematics Competition.  Students from Years 
7- 12 who are interested in participating in the Maths Competition, please see Mr DiFabio no later 
Monday 26th July.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Thursday 22
nd

 July, the School Representative Council hosted a fundraiser for the National Breast Cancer 
Foundation. The day started off with Martina Ibrahim giving the secondary chapel an emotional speech about her 
late mother, Olfat Ibrahim, and many other cancer patients. We spent most of the morning setting up and preparing 
for this special day. Once recess began, the entire secondary school started to flood in to put in all their support 
towards the cause. There was a large variety of food and drinks available to purchase including doughnuts, lollies, 
hot chocolates, coffees, milkshakes and many more. There was also a range of Pink Ribbon merchandise including 
bracelets, wristbands, pink ribbon pins and pink kittens. This has been the most successful fundraiser our school has 
hosted, reaching an incredible total amounting to over $4200. All the money raised will go towards the cancer 
research hopefully helping them find a cure very soon.  Special thanks to Mr Shay for all his incredible help, support 
and effort into making this day a huge success. As well as Marina and Martina Ibrahim and our school captains, 
Abanoub Riad and Monica Moussa for working tirelessly to make this day possible. We would also like to thank all 
the SRC members and other students who participated in this special day. We appreciate everyone’s contribution to 
making this day unforgettable.  We hope that everyone realises how important this cause is and that they too can 
make a difference!  Thank you for all your generous donations. 

 “ 
 

 Alice Pung, - author of 
òUnpolished Gemó, speaking 
to Years 9 & 10 students  
Ms Elaine - Teacher Librarian 


