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School Overview 

 
 

OUR COLLEGE:  

St Mary's Coptic Orthodox College was officially opened on 23rd February 1991 by His Holiness Pope 

Shenouda III. 

The College was founded in 1991 as a primary school, with 51 pupils in rented premises in 256 Queens 

Parade, Clifton Hill by the Coptic Orthodox community under the Directorship of Father Tadros Sharobeam.   

In 1994 our first Year 7 students began and we have added a new year level each year since then.   In 1994 

we also moved to our present site in Coolaroo which was refurbished in 1996.   Since that date we have 

continued to develop the site and we opened our new Gymnasium and Chapel in April, 2007. 

The College is a community of students, teachers and parents who are committed to upholding the teachings 

and traditions of the Coptic Orthodox Church.   It strives to form a bridge between the Egyptian and 

Australian cultures and produce citizens who are inspired to commit themselves to serve God and others, 

and make the world a better place in which to live. 

 

OUR VISION:  

As a Coptic Orthodox College we recognise that we exist to foster and develop an awareness of Jesus Christ 

and His teachings. We seek to do this by providing and maintaining the general spiritual atmosphere where 

students are nurtured and developed in faith. 

We aim to create a positive and happy atmosphere in which our students can learn, developing a high level 

of personal integrity and a sincere respect for others with their varying cultural, academic and socio- 

economic differences. 

At St. Maryôs we respect and appreciate the value of each person as an individual. We encourage our 

students to be aware of the demands of living in a multi cultural society. It is our aim to develop self respect, 

self determination, personal initiative and a sense of community to prepare them to become respected 

Australian citizens. 

Our College will continue to offer a curriculum which provides a comprehensive range of learning 

experiences through which all are empowered to live life to the full. Students are expected to be able to 

respond to the needs of others and develop a sense of responsibility towards the inter-dependent world in 

which we live, whilst always keeping within the confines of the Coptic Orthodox belief. 
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OUR CREST: 

 

 

 

Our crest is the symbol which signifies and epitomizes all that the College means to and teaches us. Our 

patroness, St. Mary, is shown with the figure of the infant Jesus Christ in her arms.   We have the symbols of 

Egypt in the picture of the Lotus flower and of Australia in the stars of the Southern Cross.   The Bible is 

open as our Book of life and at the top of all is the shape of an Orthodox Cross.  

Our motto is from the Bible and states from the Book of Proverbs 10:17: 

He who keeps instruction  

Is in the way of life.  
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Dear Parents and Students, 

 

 

I have the pleasure to present for you the Annual Report for St. Maryôs Coptic Orthodox College for the 

school year 2009/2010. This is the 20
th
 year since the school was officially opened by His Holiness Pope 

Shenouda III on February 1991.   

 

This is also the 12
th
 year since the first Year 12 students graduated from the school at 1999.  Since then 

about 380 students have graduated from St Maryôs Coptic Orthodox College.  Many of them have finished 

their University Education and some of them have married and have children.   

 

It is a great pleasure to see many of our graduates visiting us at the school telling us about their wonderful 

success stories.  We are even very proud to have some of our graduated coming back to the school for 

employment or teacher training.   

 

Currently we have a group of our students studying at Bendigo.  I was very proud to hear how the university 

and the local community there look very favourably to students coming from St Maryôs College as they give 

a good example of highly achieving and well mannered students. 

 

Here is a brief report for the Better Education Revolution Projects (BER) carried out during 2009/2010: 

 

Projects Funded by the Commonwealth Government: 

1) Primary 21
st
 Century Project P21:  

Establishing a Primary School Library & Language Centre 

Grant $2,500,000 

Total Cost $2,700,000 

Project accomplished 30
th
 October 2010 

2) Secondary Science and Language Centre SLC: 

Establishing Science Laboratories & Language Centre  

Grant $1,970,000 

Total Cost $2,300,000 

Project accomplished 30
th
 October 2010 

3) National School Pride: (Hessian Project) 

Refurbishment of old Classrooms and buildings & replacing old Hessian Material 

Grant $200,000 

Total Cost $263,297 

4) Digital Revolution (Computer round 2): 

Providing computers for years 9-12 & updating the school schoolôs network & Introducing Fiber 

Optics Internet. 

Grants $216,000 

Total Cost:  $230,004 

Project was finalized June 2010 
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State Government needy schools Project: 

Grant $322,614 

Refurbishment of old building & Removing old Asbestos material & Constructing Shades and  

playing areas. 

 

Total Cost: $296,536 Project was finalized November 2009 

 

The school is continuing to show improvement at all academic levels.  Looking at the National Test results 

show progressive improvement at all levels.  Also our VCE results for 2009 showed a similar trend for our 

2008 results.  We even achieved a higher median score and almost a perfect score for students accepted at 

University courses. 

 

We are very grateful for all the support we receive from the Coptic Church Community especially H G 

Bishop Suriel and all the Coptic Priests who regularly visit the school and help in many of the school 

activities. 

 

The support we receive from all the parents and members of Coptic, Iraqi and Syrian communities is much 

appreciated and acknowledged. 
 
 
 
Fr. Tadros Sharobeam 

College Director 



ST MARYôS COPTIC ORTHODOX COLLEGE 
 

2010 Annual Report to the School Community 
 

 

8  
 

 

Deputy Principal (Primary)  
 

In 2010, there are 329 enrolments with three classes in year 2 and two classes in each other year level. 

¶ The official opening for the new building took place on November 4
th
 2010. The new Primary library 

is a wonderful acquisition to the college. The informal layout and bright decor provides a welcoming 

atmosphere for the Primary children who will use the library. We also have a support classroom next 

to the library where classes can alternate their time between the library and work tables. The library 

has been fitted out with ten computers and three laptops which are also available to the students. We 

have a new E.S.L room where Mrs Sophie Georgakopolous will work with new arrivals and E.S.L 

students. The language support centre is an exciting innovation with cutting edge technology. Here 

the students can work at the computers with teachers able to support studentsô learning with 

technology that is not readily available at other schools. We are also pleased to announce that Mrs 

Louise Officer will be a fulltime Reading Recovery teacher in 2010. This programme has been most 

successful as students and parents who have been involved with the programme this year can testify. 

Louise will continue to provide literacy support, to not only year 1 students but other year levels as 

well in 2011. Furthermore, we now have a wonderful numeracy resources room and a large literacy 

resources room adjacent to the new library. Both rooms have been stocked with a vast array of 

material, ready to be used by the teachers in the classrooms. 

¶ The year began with newly refurbished classrooms including colourful display areas and pine 

wainscoting on all class walls and corridors. 

¶ Interactive whiteboards have been installed in all classrooms as well as the rooms in the new Primary 

building. 

¶ Meanwhile, downstairs, the Technology room continues to be fully utilised with all classes prep ï 6 

having access to formal technology classes once a week.  Senior students also have access to extra 

periods, to type and publish their work. 

¶ Literature Circles have proved to be most successful in years 4 -6. During Literature Circles, all 

students choose selected texts, work in their discussion groups and share their understandings with 

others. It is gratifying to see the students excited when new novels are introduced into the classroom. 

¶ The Early Years Mathematics and Early Literacy programmes continue to support students in the 

early years that experience difficulty with literacy and numeracy. 

¶ A Mathematicsô extension programme has been set up for students in years 3 and 5. This will be 

extended in 2011 for years 3 to 6.  

¶ The Primary area conducts an open evening and information sessions at the beginning of the year 

where curriculum is explained and discussed. Parents are also encouraged to speak with their childôs 

teacher to discuss expectations. There are also midyear parent/teacher meetings. Parents are always 

welcome to make an appointment to meet with their childôs teacher or level coordinator, or to come 

and assist in the classrooms. Primary school reports are compliant with government guidelines and 

are using Reporter Pro software to produce comprehensive and detailed reports. 

¶ All work is planned according to VELS guidelines. 

¶ As the students of St Maryôs travel to school from all over Melbourne, parents often find it difficult 

to come and assist. A third teachersô aide has been hearing all prep and year 1 children read each 

day. 
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¶ Many special activities were planned for 2010. Preps participated in their 100th day school 

celebration in July. We will also conducted Science Week incursions, Book Week which included a 

Book Week Parade where students and teachers dressed up as their favourite book character,  and of 

course the year culminates in our annual school concert (November 11
th
). 

¶ Primary students have access to the gymnasium during P.E lessons with a specialist P.E teacher. The 

Primary area also conducted the annual swimming carnival at Pascoe Vale Swimming Centre which 

again was an outstanding success. Students, will, of course take part in the important swim 

programme at the Broadmeadows and Craigieburn Leisure Centres. 

¶ As well as participating in the timetabled P.E sessions, students in prep ï 3 participate in a óHuff nô 

Puffô programme every Wednesday morning for twenty minutes. Children are engaged in rotational 

activities such as skipping and ball handling skills which promote fitness and physical wellbeing. 

¶ Each class is encouraged to attend excursions/incursions to complement the curriculum. 

¶ The year 6 tour to Canberra and the year 5 camp at Ballarat, have proved to be the highlight for these 

two year levels over many years. They are both extremely well organised, relate to work being 

studied in class and are the perfect combination of learning and fun. 

¶ A óhealthy eatingô policy continues to be encouraged in the Primary area.  

 

Susan Pitsas 

Deputy Principal (Primary) 
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Deputy Principal (Secondary) 

 

 
It is my pleasure to compile this Annual Report for the fourth year; the document is designed to report to the 

stakeholders of our school the successes of our students, their progress, the effectiveness of resource 

allocations and future directions. 

 

2009/2010 financial year has seen some major changes across the College: 

¶ Refining the Interim Report Program with the use of Reporter-Pro. 

¶ Introduce of the use of Reporter Pro in both primary and secondary. 

¶ Introduced the College Educational Ethos. 

¶ The introduction of a more comprehensive ESL program in secondary. 

¶ Introduced a coordinated P-12 LOTE program. 

¶ The lap-top program covers both the Middle School and upper Primary School. 

¶ Opened the new building ï fantastic facilities for both primary and secondary. 

¶ Greater use of the College Web site for communicating to parents ï the Bulletin. 

¶ Continue the development of a óseamlessô curriculum between primary and secondary. 

¶ Further developed our comprehensive camps program across both sections of the school. 

 

These are only a few of the many changes that we have introduced in the past twelve months across the 

College. 

 

2011 will see some major changes within the Middle School as we have been undertaking a major review of 

our staff, subjects and curriculum in years 7 ï 9.   Some of these changes will be: 

¶ Reallocating staff, 

¶ Introducing enhanced learning in year 9, 

¶ Concentrating on the basics across the curriculum in years 7 ï 9, 

¶ English ï reducing the classes from three back to two, 

¶ Allocating individual staff to assist students in year 7 ï 9 having difficulties in both Mathematics and 

English, 

¶ Developing a depth and strength of the staff teaching in the Middle School, 

¶ Introduced pre-tests in Maths to assist in identifying the educational needs of year 7ôs, 

¶ Concentrating on the pursuit of excellence in the Middle School, and 

¶ Developing a comprehensive performing arts programme for 2011 which will culminate in a 

óSecondary performance eveningô. 

 

 

I would like to thank all of the school community for your 

support and interest in the school. 

 

 

Trevor W Nye 

Deputy Principal (Secondary) 



ST MARYôS COPTIC ORTHODOX COLLEGE 
 

2010 Annual Report to the School Community 
 

 

11  
 

Report from the Middle and Upper School Coordinators 

 

¶ This year has seen the introduction of various programs which have been implemented in the Middle 

School.  Assisted learning and the expansion of the ESL classes have assisted students with their 

overall knowledge and skills in English.   

¶ The year 7 students took part in a production which consisted of a drama presentation and was also 

accompanied by a music performance.  An opportunity was also provided to the students to display 

their work across a number of subject areas.  This enabled parents to gain an insight and appreciation 

of the class work completed by the year 7 students. 

¶ Structured revision testing was provided to students for the NAPLAN testing for both year 7 and 9.  

This was issued predominantly to assist students and provide adequate preparation for these tests. 

¶ Students in the Middle School took part in numerous education based excursions ranging from the 

Werribee Zoo to IMAX and a Round Robin activity.  This was to in order to participate in 

workshops, highlight aspects and expand on content taught in their respective classes. 

¶ The year 9 students took part in a skiing camp. During this camp they participated in alpine and 

cross-country skiing.  This experience enabled them to build on their initiatives, assume 

responsibility and work as a team.  

¶ The Year 11 students went on a surf and canoe camp where they were responsible for organising the 

meals at the campsite, looking after the site itself and learning new skills in different sports. The 

Year 11 camp was very successful in helping the students to come together as a group and to forge 

their own group identity, an identity which will help them next year as they enter their final VCE 

year. 

¶ This has been a year of change throughout the secondary school. We have been involved in 

developing traditions, honing student responsibilities and positions and instigating a Student 

Representative Council. 

¶ At the beginning of the year St Maryôs decided to give the students more responsibility and input 
into the school. As such the Student Representative Council was instigated. In charge were the two 

school captains and they were supported by the School Prefects and the Form Captains of each year 

group. This is a developing institution and one which has had many successes in fundraising and 

making some changes in the school. 

¶ This year we began what we hope to be a tradition when we farewelled our Year 12 students. The 

óFarewell Ceremonyô celebrated that this was a time when their formal education was coming to an 

end and to acknowledge their contribution during their time at St Maryôs Coptic Orthodox College. It 

was a time for new beginnings as the outgoing Year 12 students symbolically welcomed the Grade 6 

students into the Secondary School. The ceremony also celebrated continuance as it provided the 

opportunity to recognise and praise the work completed by the School and Vice Captains as the 

former School Captains handed over the reins to the two new School Captains. 

¶ The grade 6 students took part in an orientation day program.  This program aimed at easing their 

transition into year 7.  During this orientation day, the students took part in structured activities 

which allowed them to obtain an insight into life in the Secondary School.  The rules and regulations 

were subsequently introduced as well as an overview of the subjects, expectations and requirements 

for year 7. 

 

Mr Peter Shay         Mrs Pam Melissinos 

Upper School Coordinator       Middle School Coordinator 
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Student Progress & Achievements 

Student Learning 

 
The Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority administers NAPLAN (National Assessment Program - 

Literacy and Numeracy).   The NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skill in numeracy, reading, 

writing, spelling, punctuation and grammar.   The results of the tests provide information for students, 

parents, teachers and principals about student achievement which can be used to inform teaching and 

learning programs. 

 

NAPLAN tests provide point-in-time information regarding student progress across Australia in literacy and 

numeracy and are intended to complement teacher judgement and the wide range of formal and informal 

testing programs that are already used in schools.   As with all single assessments, NAPLAN test results are 

not intended to be used in isolation from other school-based assessment programs.   Schools should ensure 

that, along with whole-school planning for delivery of the VELS curriculum, a variety of assessment tasks is 

used to assess student learning. 

 

The program provides an indication of how well the literacy and numeracy skills of students are developing.   

Students across Victoria in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 undertake the testing.   In total, approximately 240,000 

students in 2,400 schools are involved in the NAPLAN program. 

 

SCHOOL REPORTS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR INFORMAT ION - 2010: 

 

To assist the school community this year we have split the NAPLAN reports into four ï Year Nine, Seven, 

Five and Three. 

 

YEAR NINE.  
 

TREND DATA REPORT OVER THREE YEARS 2008 - 2010: 
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   2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

 National - - 578.0 580.4 - 

 State - - 586.2 588.9 583.4 

 School - - 565.4 540.6 568.0 

 No of Students at the School - - 54 49 47 

 

 

TRENDS IN YEAR NINE: 

 

The above scaled score means by year clearly indicate that in 2009 we have had student cohort who clearly 

underperformed on all national standards; this group who are currently in year 10 have had a similar report 

in years 3, 5 and 7.   To assit this group when they enter VCE, we have engaged a specialist ESL teacher to 

implement ESL English in VCE from 2011. 

 

Due to our small number ï ranging from the mid forties to mid fifty students each year, our results do show 

at times swings towards or away from the national mean; 2009 was one of those variations due to small 

numbers of students.   Within that cohort, we did have many students who outperformed the national 

standard.   As a consequence we are looking at introducicing an accelerated stream in 2011 for year 10 as a 

trial.   Thes students in this trial are those students reported in the 2010 figures. 

 

Over the past three years we have split our English and Mathematics classes into three groups ï these groups 

have been generally based on academic achievement; each group has then been matched with an appropriate 

staff member, where possible, to complement the groupôs ability.  

 

If you look at the following School Comparison Report you can see the beginnings of a trend, especially in 

Mathematics, which shows that the new academic arrangements are having an effect on our results when we 

compare ourselves with the National bands, e.g. Numeracy between 2008 and 2010 which cover the current 

year 9ôs as a comparison of their achievements compared to the State Standard.   Generally we have had a 

gradual improvement when comparing the same cohort across the NAPLAN results. 
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SCHOOL COMPARISON REPORT: 

   
 

 

ASSESSMENT AREA REPORT: 

 

 

 State   School 

 

 

The above Assessment Report clearly shows how our current year nine students are performing at the State 

level. 

 

Two years ago we implemented a new Grammar programme in the secondary side of the College and you 

can clearly see that our students are performing well against the state averages.   The same can be said for 

Structure and Spelling. 

 

Once again, we are confident that the structural changes made in the secondary side of the College are 

bearing fruit and our performance against both state and national standards are improving.   With the 

assistance of the new National Partnerships Program, we feel that with further analysis and changes within 

our teaching and curriculum, we can continue this overall improvement over the coming years. 
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SCHOOL COMPARISON REPORT: 

 

  
 

           

    Students 10th 25th 50th 75th 90th Median Mean se(mean) 

READING National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 60,215 497.2 537.9 584.6 629.2 666.9 585.0 583.4   

 
School 47 483.3 521.6 564.5 612.0 666.9 563.6 568.0 9.9 

WRITING National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 60,332 478.2 525.3 580.3 635.1 693.6 582.4 580.4   

 
School 46 491.0 536.7 598.4 647.5 700.8 597.0 590.7 12.0 

SPELLING National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 59,342 485.9 535.1 583.8 630.5 674.1 582.3 582.0   

 
School 46 491.7 541.5 604.9 646.3 688.5 604.9 595.2 10.4 

GRAMMAR & 
PUNCTUATION 

National   - - - - - - -   

           

 
State 59,342 494.4 538.0 585.2 634.5 683.6 589.9 586.9   

 
School 46 518.1 549.8 601.7 648.5 680.4 605.4 601.4 9.8 

NUMERACY National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 60,151 510.4 546.5 590.2 637.1 685.9 591.4 595.0   

 
School 47 523.9 552.3 591.4 630.0 656.3 591.4 591.0 7.8 
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YEAR SEVEN: 
TREND DATA REPORT OVER THREE YEARS 2008 - 2010: 

 

 

 

   2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

 National - - 536.5 541.1 - 

 State - - 544.2 547.9 554.4 

 School - - 529.3 512.9 511.9 

 No of Students at the School - - 52 51 50 

 

TRENDS IN YEAR SEVEN: 

 

The above scaled score means by year clearly indicate that in 2009 and 2010 we have had two student 

cohorts who clearly underperformed on all national standards; these group who are currently in year 7 and 8.   

Both of these groups are showing a lack of motivation in their schoolwork and we have in association with 

the National Partnerships Program started to look at a range of initiatives to óre-engageô these groups within 

the Middle School. 

 

Due to our small number ï ranging from the mid forties to mid fifty students each year, our results do show 

at times swings towards or away from the national mean; 2009 and 2010 were such a variation. 
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Over the past three years we have split our English and Mathematics classes into three groups ï these groups 

have been generally based on academic achievement; each group has then been matched with an appropriate 

staff member, where possible, to complement the groupôs ability. 

 

ASSESSMENT AREA REPORT: 

 

 State   School 

 

The above Assessment Report clearly shows how our current year seven students are performing at the State 

level.   Two years ago we implemented a new Grammar programme in the secondary side of the College and 

you can clearly see that our students in year seven are not yet performing well against the state averages. 

 

As we are an inclusive school, not exclusive, all of our students sit the NAPLAN results, even those who 

have recently arrived from overseas and directly from language school.   Each year we have between 3 ï 5 

students, or about 10%, of our student body who have major language issues.   We are addressing this 

problem by introducing a comprehensive ESL program throughout secondary from 2011. 

 

Our figures for both year 7 and year 3will always reflect this issues as both of these years reflect the 

situation where nearly 100% of our students come from homes where English is not the first language. 

 

Once again, we are confident that the structural changes made in the secondary side of the College will bear 

fruit in the coming years and our performance against both state and national standards will begin to 

improve.   With the assistance of the new National Partnerships Program, we feel that with further analysis 

and changes within our teaching and curriculum, we can continue this overall improvement over the coming 

years. 

 

SCHOOL COMPARISON REPORT: 
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    Students 10th 25th 50th 75th 90th Median Mean se(mean) 

READING National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 61,622 466.4 505.6 552.5 601.2 646.1 551.6 554.4   

 
School 50 437.1 480.8 513.2 556.3 587.5 513.2 511.9 8.1 

WRITING National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 61,585 451.1 493.0 539.1 590.4 636.3 538.5 541.4   

 
School 49 441.5 508.0 547.6 594.8 637.2 553.1 547.4 9.5 

SPELLING National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 60,952 453.1 502.8 552.1 595.0 632.5 549.3 547.2   

 
School 49 447.3 523.0 556.8 601.0 621.6 556.8 551.9 9.4 

GRAMMAR & 
PUNCTUATION 

National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 60,952 440.7 488.5 540.2 592.3 644.2 537.3 541.2   

 
School 49 440.3 475.7 513.6 572.9 627.5 518.2 526.0 11.0 

NUMERACY National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 61,500 469.8 503.9 546.5 598.5 652.8 546.3 555.5   

 
School 48 463.6 490.1 530.5 563.9 590.4 530.4 527.1 7.5 

 

 

YEAR FIVE . 
 

TREND DATA REPORT OVER THREE YEARS 2008 - 2010: 
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   2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

 National - - 484.4 493.9 - 

 State - - 496.8 506.5 502.9 

 School - - 448.0 485.2 490.7 

 No of Students at the School - - 47 50 40 

 

 

TRENDS IN YEAR FIVE: 

 

The above scaled score means by year clearly indicate that in 2010 we have A student cohort who HAS 

clearly performed  well on all national standards. 

 

Due to our small number ï ranging from the mid forties to fifty odd students each year, our results do show 

at times swings towards or away from the national mean.   This yearôs year five are an example of a group 

that has scored exceptionally well on NAPLAN.   Within this cohort, we do have many students who have 

outperformed the national standard and we acknowledge their efforts and hope they keep up the good work 

as they progress through the school. 

 

ASSESSMENT AREA REPORT: 

 

 

 State   School 
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As can be seen from the Assessment Area Report our students have performed exceptionally in most areas, 

except reading where they are slightly under the state band.  

 

 

SCHOOL COMPARISON REPORT: 

 

  
 

 

    Students 10th 25th 50th 75th 90th Median Mean se(mean) 

READING National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 60,804 404.1 448.7 502.2 555.0 602.9 500.5 502.9   

 
School 40 378.6 437.2 494.6 545.4 591.7 494.6 490.7 12.7 

WRITING National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 60,719 415.9 454.9 496.2 538.2 581.5 494.8 497.0   

 
School 42 409.1 463.0 502.1 544.0 560.0 502.1 500.9 9.2 

SPELLING National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 60,863 407.6 449.2 496.7 542.3 579.5 496.3 494.6   

 
School 42 432.4 467.1 501.1 537.4 568.4 501.1 499.6 9.6 

GRAMMAR & PUNCTUATION National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 60,863 409.7 460.4 513.1 564.9 615.5 513.9 512.5   

 
School 42 429.0 481.0 535.2 580.5 621.1 534.8 531.5 11.2 

NUMERACY National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 60,642 417.9 454.4 497.9 547.3 599.0 495.4 503.8   

 
School 41 416.7 447.5 517.5 587.9 625.6 514.9 518.3 13.2 

 



ST MARYôS COPTIC ORTHODOX COLLEGE 
 

2010 Annual Report to the School Community 
 

 

21  
 

YEAR THREE . 
 

TREND DATA REPORT OVER THREE YEARS 2008 - 2010: 

 

 

 
 

 
 

   2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

 National - - 400.5 410.8 - 

 State - - 419.7 431.8 431.6 

 School - - 378.6 406.4 382.8 

 No of Students at the School - - 40 45 38 
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TRENDS IN YEAR THREE: 

 

The above scaled score means by year year three clearly indicate that in 2010 this student cohort has 

underperformed on the national standards.   Due to our small number ï ranging from the forty to fifty 

students each year, our results do show at times swings towards or away from the national mean; the results 

from 2008, 2009 and 2010 show such a variation. 

 

As we are an inclusive school, not exclusive, all of our students sit the NAPLAN results, even those who 

have recently arrived from overseas and directly from language school.   Nearly one hundred (100%) 

percent of our students who start at Prep here at St Maryôs Coptic Orthodox College come from homes 

where English is not the first language.   On starting school, our students are then immersed in English from 

day one and this situation has a direct correlation between our studentôs background and their NAPLAN 

results. 

 

In the Primary section of the College, we have a comprehensive ESL and support program that has been 

designed to overcome this issue. 

 

Once again, we are confident that the support structures, reading recovery and with the assistance of the 

National Partnerships Program, the current and future changes will bear fruit in the coming years and our 

performance against both state and national standards will begin to improve. 

 

ASSESSMENT AREA REPORT: 

 

 State   School 

If we compare the results of our year three students with those in year five, you will observe that with our 

current programs within the school, our students do improve greatly against both the National and State 

standards by the time they reach the later part of their primary education. 

 

SCHOOL COMPARISON REPORT: 
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    Students 10th 25th 50th 75th 90th Median Mean se(mean) 

READING National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 58,825 325.5 375.3 429.4 487.1 541.4 432.5 431.6   

 
School 38 304.7 350.4 394.1 414.9 454.2 394.1 382.8 9.0 

WRITING National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 58,688 353.0 394.4 429.9 469.8 504.2 434.2 429.3   

 
School 39 330.6 382.1 420.5 450.2 482.9 418.6 412.8 9.6 

SPELLING National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 58,859 310.4 363.1 417.7 466.1 505.8 413.1 413.0   

 
School 39 302.6 356.7 381.8 409.2 450.5 381.8 381.1 9.2 

GRAMMAR & PUNCTUATION National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 58,859 320.2 376.5 436.2 493.1 549.9 428.6 434.3   

 
School 39 291.9 352.4 399.2 443.8 495.6 395.1 397.6 11.5 

NUMERACY National   - - - - - - -   

 
State 58,701 319.6 360.0 406.6 458.7 511.5 404.1 412.0   

 
School 39 305.3 327.8 364.3 406.9 433.1 362.3 367.7 8.3 
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Student Pathways and Transitions ï VCE. 
 
2010 was a very successful year for St. Maryôs Coptic Orthodox College, of our 40 students enrolled in year 
twelve (12) V.C.E. at the Unit 3 & 4 level - 100 per cent completed their studies. 
 
Our results can be summarised as followed: 
 

 

STUDENT PATHWAYS AND TRANSITIONS ï 2007 ï 2009 

 

 
 

Number of VCE students enrolled 42 40 47 

% students who completed year 12 100 100 100 

Number of students in VCE (year 11 & 12) who 
undertook studies at unit 3&4 level 

67 67 93 

Number of VCE units offered 16 16 16 

Number of students enrolled in VET 1 3 2 

 

 

TERTIARY PLACEMENT:  

 
% of student applying for tertiary courses 100 88 85 

% of students applying through VTAC 100 88 89 

% of students who received an offer 97 97 93 

 
% of students who went onto university  76 68 69 

% of students who went onto TAFE 22 32 18 

 

 

SCHOOL MEDIAN/MEAN SCORES:  

 
Median Study Score 30 28.4 27 

Percentage of scores above 40 8.4 7.2 5.0 

Median ENTER  68.5 71.5 51.5 

Mean ENTER 66.3 60.3 52.5 

 
The school and the community congratulate those students for a very successful and fruitful year in 2010 
and wish them all the best in 2011 as they enter the next phase of their life.. 
 
 

RETENTION RATES - YEAR NINE STUDENTS FROM 2007 WHO GRADUATED IN 2010 
 
The proportion of Year Nine students from 2007 who completed their VCE in 2010 was 88%.   As a school 
we hope to improve this retention rate as we introduce a more diverse curriculum in 2011 and beyond. 

 

2008 2009 2010 
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HOW DID WE COMPARE TO OTHER SCHOOLS  IN OUR AREA ï DATA FROM THE 

MYSCHOOL WEB SITE  (2010 data). 

 

 

MY SCHOOL OVERVIEW 

 
LOCAL SCHOOLS 

    

         

SCHOOL ICSEA 
ICSEA value data 

 
POST SCHOOL DESTINATIONS 

(%) 

  

bottom  
qtr 

middle  
qtrs 

top qtr 
 

UNI 
 

TAFE/VET 
 

EMPLOY 
 

AITKEN COLLEGE 1068 14 23 38 25 60 33 2 

CRAIGIEBURN SEC COLLEGE 944 64 16 13 7 27 43 13 

GLADSTONE PARK SEC 
COLLEGE 965 47 24 21 7 40 35 15 

HUME CENTRAL COLLEGE 912 64 14 16 6 32 37 8 

ILIM COLLEGE - DALLAS 959 50 21 19 10 67 28 5 

ISIK COLLEGE 999 33 15 29 23 85 4 11 

KOLBE CATHOLIC COLLEGE 1009 29 24 31 16 n/a n/a n/a 

MT. RIDLEY COLLEGE 977 47 24 18 12 n/a n/a n/a 

PENOLA CATHOLIC COLLEGE 965 39 30 22 9 52 36 6 

ROXBURGH COLLEGE 929 66 15 13 6 47 34 5 

HUME ANGLICAN GRAMMAR 953 40 30 22 8 n/a n/a n/a 

PENLEIGH & ESS. GRAMMAR 1068 4 8 27 62 87 8 2 

OVERNEWTON 1094 11 20 28 41 70 25 8 

AVE MARIA COLLEGE 1147 19 26 29 26 70 25 8 

ST MARY'S C.O.COLLEGE 1038 27 9 26 37 69 18 n/k 

 

A very positive result for our College once again. 
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Low SES National Partnerships 

 

St. Maryôs Coptic Orthodox College is participating in the National Partnership for Low Socio-Economic 

Status School Communities.   Commonwealth funding to support this National Partnership will provide an 

opportunity for our staff and leadership team to participate in professional learning activities, to purchase 

targeted support materials and to engage external consultants. 

 

Whilst the school did not access funding during 2009, funding will be used in 2010 in planning and 

implementing the strategies and activities agreed between the school and the National Partnerships advisors 

working with the school. Planned activities include: 

 

2010 Planned Progress  

ITEM  DETAIL  

Building Leadership Capacity 
Leaders to attend Independent Schools 

Victoria (and other) professional learning 

programs as determined by need 

negotiated between Principal, Principal 

Advisor and Ambassador including; 

¶ NP Principalsô Forums 

Planned Mentoring for leaders through 

Independent Schools Victoria sponsored 

Ambassadors program 

Engaging in strategic conversations with 

the Principal Advisor 

 

Building Teacher Capacity (Out of school 

professional learning, coaching) 

 

Teachers to attend Independent Schools 

Victoria (and other) professional learning 

programs as determined by need outlined 

in schoolôs negotiated NP professional 

learning strategic intent planning 

document. 

 

Examples: 

¶ The Importance of Oral Language 

and Scaffolding Writing for the 

ESL Learner 

¶ Interactive Whiteboards 
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Building Teacher Capacity (In school 

professional learning, support & coaching) 

 

General coaching and support for teachers 

through NP advisors 

Professional learning programs through 

consultant and/or NP advisors including; 

¶ Professional learning strategic 

intent planning workshop 

¶ Provision of Professional Learning 

Workshops, English as a Second 

Language 

¶ Delivery of Professional Learning, 

scaffolding teaching capacity via 

Principles of Learning and 

Teaching (PoLT) 

Improved monitoring of student 

performance information 
Coaching and professional learning 

activities for leaders and teachers through 

NP advisors and/or consultants as 

identified and negotiated by need 

¶ In class observation 

 

Timely student intervention and support 

 

Coaching and targeted professional 

learning activities for staff implementing 

strategic intervention for students, as 

determined by analysis of student learning 

data 

 

Enable and enhance capacity of families to 

be engaged in learning 
Parent engagement activities planned and 

supported by school leadership and NP 

advisors  

 

Enable and strengthen school-

community/business partnerships to 

maximise learning opportunities and 

outcomes & extend schools  

Support for building links with local (and 

other) schools, education institutions, 

community organizations & businesses 

supported by NP advisors 

Examples:  

¶ Learning Beyond the Bell 
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¶ Student Focused Youth Services 

funding application 

 

 

As the school is participating in the Low Socio-Economic Status School Communities National Partnership, 

an allocation of Commonwealth government funding of $12,000 will be used by the school, in agreement 

with our Principal Advisor, to support professional development, both externally and in-school, and to 

engage external consultants. There are additional funds available to support the school for CRT coverage 

(e.g. for teachers attending professional learning activities). 

 

 

THE COLLEGEôS EDUCATIONAL ETHOS 
 

As a part of the on-going development of our College, we have spent some time this year developing a 

School Educational Ethos. 

 

St Maryôs Coptic Orthodox College is a Prep to Year 12 co-educational college in Coolaroo, 

Melbourne.   It is under the auspices of the Coptic Orthodox Church of Australia, Diocese of 

Melbourne. 

 

It offers an academic curriculum with Christian education at its core - promoting the development of 

moral values and Christian attitudes as they relate to life.  

 

College fees are set at a minimum to allow access by students from a wide socio-economic spectrum. 

 

It strives towards excellence in all areas of personal achievement and in motivating students and 

staff to reach their potential within a Christian environment. 

 

The teaming together of parents, students and teachers creates a caring and learning community that 

actively seeks to anticipate and fulfil the needs and expectations of the society of which it is a part. 

 

St Maryôs Coptic Orthodox College: 

¶ nurtures spiritual values as taught by the Coptic Orthodox Church 

¶ provides a dynamic education while respecting Coptic Orthodox values 

¶ supports the development of the whole person with a balanced education 

¶ values a spirit of inquiry and intellectual endeavour 

¶ promotes a safe, disciplined and caring learning environment 

¶ aspires to be inclusive, open and responding to diverse needs and abilities 

¶ affirms the dignity and worth of all people 

¶ encourages social, ethical, civic and environmental responsibility 

¶ takes pride in strong partnerships with parents, church and community 

¶ encourages a critical and independent approach to learning 

¶  is unwavering in the pursuit of academic excellence 

¶ promotes professional development of all staff members 



ST MARYôS COPTIC ORTHODOX COLLEGE 
 

2010 Annual Report to the School Community 
 

 

29  
 

School Satisfaction ï Undertaking of Surveys in 2010 
 

Most schools have a good idea of what some of their parents, students and staff think about them, but 

probably donôt know how representative these views are.   To overcome this problem in 2010 we surveyed 

our parents. 

 

The survey canvassed a balanced range of issues and was designed to gain feedback about most facets of the 

schoolôs operation ï not just those issues that happen to be topical or a particular groupôs ñaxe to grindò. 

 

 

THE PARENTAL S URVEY:  

 

This was the survey sent out to ALL parents within the school. 

 

 

WHAT THE SURVEY TOLD  US? 

 

Surveys were sent to ALL of our parents and only a very small number were returned ï thirty one (31) via 

the mail and a further three (2) via email, a total of thirty ïthree responses in total.   All students from year 

seven (7) to twelve (12) were surveyed. 

 

1. School environment - This relates to the general learning environment and the culture of the school. 

It includes behaviour management, school pride, security, pastoral care and the general tone of the 

school. 

 

Parents ï 92% of our parents who returned the survey indicated their happiness with the College 

Welfare and behaviour management program, pastoral care and the level of student management 

within the school. 

 

2. Quality of teaching - This relates to how the schoolôs teachers are perceived. Items that stem from 

this issue invite opinion about teachersô attitudes and their teaching skills. 

 

Parents ï 20% indicated staff were not dedicated, professional or dedicated and five felt that staff did 

not respect their children.   Thirty percent of the respondents indicated that they held concerns 

regarding assessment programs in the junior school and felt that some staff marked either very easy 

or extremely hard. 

 

3. Communication - This pertains to the two-way relationship between school and community.  It 

looks at how receptive the school and its staff are to input from parents and students and how well 

the school keeps students and parents informed about individual and whole school performance. 

 

Parents ï five out of the thirty - three responses indicated the need for more communication within 

the school; suggestions indicated greater use of newsletters, the college web site, SMS, The Bulletin 

and notes in the diary.   Parents also indicated an interest in participating in more College activities 

in 2011. 

 

4. Curriculum outcomes and responsiveness - This relates to the range, depth and relevance of 

learning opportunities that are made available to students in the school. It includes opinions about 

levels of achievement that are typical of the school. 
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Parents ï four out of the thirty- three responses indicated the need for a more diverse range of 

subjects within the school, e.g. VET, other languages, History and P.E., etc..   On the questions on 

language, the majority of responses indicated that they were happy with the introduction of French 

this year and were interested in monitoring the subject in 2011. 

 

We look forward to your assistance in filling out and returning the survey in 2011. 

 

 

Future Directions 
 
 

This year has seen some basic changes within the school that will place St Maryôs in a strong position to move 

forward into 2011 
 

CHANGES MADE IN 2010: 

 
Some of these changes have been: 

¶ Refining the Interim Report Program with the use of Reporter-Pro. 

¶ Introduce of the use of Reporter Pro in both primary and secondary. 

¶ Introduced the College Educational Ethos. 

¶ The introduction of a more comprehensive ESL program in secondary. 

¶ Introduced a coordinated P-12 LOTE program. 

¶ Purchase new servers for the school and separate the primary and secondary student accounts. 

¶ Introduce a lap-top program for both the Middle School and upper Primary School. 

¶ Developed the second computer lab for secondary in the óEô Block. 

¶ Introduced ICT in years 7 ï 9 in secondary. 

¶ Opened the new building ï fantastic facilities for both primary and secondary. 

¶ Greater use of the College Web site for communicating to parents ï the Bulletin. 

¶ Continue the development of a óseamlessô curriculum between primary and secondary. 

¶ Further developed our comprehensive camps program across both section of the school. 

¶ Looking at streamlining our administration processes, data storage and archiving. 

 

CHANGES/INNOVATIONS PLANNED FOR 2011: 

¶ Fully use the new language Laboratories in both Primary and Secondary. 

¶ The Introduction of a VCE ESL program. 

¶ Redeveloping our ESL program from P-12. 

¶ Introducing an óEnhancedô stream in English for years 9 & 10 in secondary. 

¶ Restructuring staffing in the Middle school. 

¶ Introduce a Promotions Policy. 

¶ Further develop the Camps Program. 

¶ Refine the Staff Appraisal programme. 

¶ Introduce eight (8) reports per annum in secondary for parents. 
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Financial Performance 
 

 


